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We welcome Paula Rardin as Second Baptist Church’s new moderator,
effective July 1.

Paula’s involvement at Second began in 1980 when she married lifelong
member Rick Rardin. A year later she was baptized by Harold Hoffman,
Second’s pastor at the time. “Second has been a spiritual home for me

that | never had before,” says Paula. “I was married here, baptized here,
and my children were dedicated and baptized here. Our daughter Hilary
| was married here. Second has been the hub for our spiritual activities.”

Paula taught Sunday School for children of various ages during the
1980s and 90s and served as Educational Ministries Chair, overseeing all the educational
programs of the church. This past year she has been vice moderator and coordinator of the 175th
anniversary events. She’ll be keeping the anniversary responsibility, since there are more
festivities to come. (See p. 5 for details.)

Paula spent 29 years with the Riverview Gardens School District. For 22 of them she taught history,
political science, and law at Central Middle School. Then for 7 years, she was Riverview Gardens’
Social Studies Coordinator for grades K-12, traveling from school to school evaluating teachers and
helping them improve. She was responsible for making sure that students were prepared for the
Missouri Assessment Program tests, and she served as the liaison between the district and the
state. She retired in June 2005.

But for Paula, retirement from Riverview Gardens didn’t mean retirement from teaching. She
teaches Foundations of Education and Educational Psychology part-time at St. Charles County
Community College, and she supervises student teachers for Mizzou. That involves teaching a
seminar every other week, observing her students teach, and coordinating with the teachers they
work with.

Paula and Rick have two daughters, Hilary and Haley. On February 6 of this year, Paula took on a
new role—Grandmal! “I love being a grandma,” she says. “We get together and play at least once a
week. I'm looking forward to when Aidan can come to visit and spend the night.” Hilary is a full-time
mom now, and Haley is attending Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, Michigan.

About becoming Second’s moderator, Paula says, “Tim Keeney has done a great job. I'm
comfortable moving into the position he’s left. And I'm comfortable working with the people of
Second.”

Paula feels good about where Second is headed. “Steve Jones is definitely moving us in the right
direction,” she says. “We’re moving to a positive place, a comfortable, open place.”

We are looking forward to Paula’s leadership and appreciate her willingness to serve as our
moderator.

See the June New Outlook for a list of the other church officers for the 2008-2009 program year.
You can also find it on the church’s website under “Newsletters;” then “June 2008.”
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Exploring the Meaning of Friendship in Our Lives

Jesus was criticized for the friends he had: tax collectors, sinners, prostitutes, peasants We

July 13 “l Call You My Friends”
Jesus said, “No longer do | call you servants, but friends. ” John 15:12-17
Stephen Jones preaching
July 20 Rev. Hari Smith preaching
July 27 “Choose Your Friends Foolishly!”
normally choose friends who make us look good and perhaps diminish the meaning of
friendship. (Matthew 11:19) Stephen Jones preaching
August 3 “Choose Your Friends Wisely!”

In the garden, it was a close and trusted friend of Jesus who betrayed him. “Friend, do what
you are here to do,” Jesus told Judas. Loyal friends are a gift from God. (Matthew 26:49 - 50

and Job 19)

Communion Sunday. Stephen Jones preaching
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Next Sunday, July 13, we will worship upstairs one
final Sunday. The weekly summer noon barbecues
begin on July 13 in Fellowship Hall and the back
lawn of the church. Bring meat or vegetarian patties
to grill and a side dish to share. We have some
great chefs who will grill the food, and the church
provides beverages, paper plates, cups, and
plastic utensils. This is an annual tradition of
Second Baptist Church to which everyone is
invited. We will continue weekly barbecues for the
remainder of the summer and they will replace the
after-church fellowship time. On Sunday, July 20,
worship will begin downstairs in Fellowship Hall at
10:30 a.m.

Stephen Jones will begin convening Shalom
Circle in the Community Room at the church on
the second and fourth Monday evenings of each
month. Shalom Circle is open to anyone on a
drop-in basis, though the group will agree to a
pledge of confidentiality. You are urged to
participate as you have time and interest. Shalom
Circle will provide a more intimate setting to
explore individual concerns and celebrations, to
receive communion, to participate in services of
healing prayers, and to explore individual
callings. Prayer and rituals of meditation will be
included.

Shalom Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. on July 28,
August 11 and 25, and September 8 and 22.

“What Does the Bible Really Teach about Homosexuali

ty?” Begins July 27

There are a half-dozen references in the Bible to homosexuality, and we will explore these texts and
help participants reach their own conclusions as to what the Bible teaches, if anything, about the current
issues regarding homosexuality. Much of the “heat” in the debate about homosexuality has had to do
with the assumption that it is condemned in Scripture. We will explore the basis of this assumption and

look at related texts.

Stephen Jones will be teaching the class on Sunday mornings in the Community Room at 9:30 a.m.
beginning on Sunday, July 27, and continuing on August 3, 10, 17 and 24. The class will be open to

anyone interested in the topic.
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On June 8 we enjoyed a concert in
our rose garden by the quintet

A Perfect Fifth.
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Sunday, June 15, was a wonderful day at Second Baptist Church when three young people
expressed their faith commitment in baptism, and the church confirmed the earlier baptisms of
three others. They are pictured below with their sponsors, Moderator Tim Keeney, and Pastor
Stephen Jones. We are happy to welcome these young people into membership at Second
Baptist Church.
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We will be continuing our celebration of Second’s 175™
anniversary with a musical entitled The Man with Twenty
Hands, on John Mason Peck, composed by Stephen Jones,
Marilyn Short, and Brad Short, to be performed on Sunday,
September 28.

Bill C. Winter will lead a bus tour this fall to visit and learn

about places significant in Second Baptist’s history. The tour Thanks, Tim!

date will be announced soon. Steve Jones presents Tim Keeney with a gavel
) commemorating Tim’s two years as Second’s

Jerry and Nancy Keeney will be at Second moderator.

October 19 as we commemorate Jerry’s time here as pastor.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. & )

Nursery provided. The new Church Council begins its year together with a

9030 Clayton Road Leadership Retreat Saturday, July 26, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. in
St. Louis, MO 63117 the Community Room. Lunch will be provided.

Telephone & Fax (314) 991-3424
E-mail: office@2ndbc.org

Website: WWW.zndbC.Org 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,
Staff « WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Dr. Stephen Jones, Pastor +Sun 10:30 a.m. Worship

Kara Reagan, Pastoral Intern 11:30 am. BBQ

Marilyn Short, Music Director Tue 6:30 p.m. Adult Children of Alcoholicsuni§oRoom
Brad Short, Choir Director
Shari Nelson-Faulkner, SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

Children’s Education Director
Paula Rardin, Moderator

Dar Novak, Vice Moderator
Debbie Albu, Secretary, Layout
Mary Shepardson, Outlook Editor
Jim Shepardson, Photographer

un July 20  Summer worship in Fellowship Hall begins

at July26  Church Council Retreat, 9 a.m.—2 p.m.
Community Room

Sun July 27  Learning elective, “What does tRediblEcache

about Homosexuality?” 9:30 a.m., Communiti Room
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On his 75" birthday Malcolm Muggeridge looked back over his long worldwatch as
editor of the Manchester Guardian and concluded that the most important single
political fact of the twentieth century was that with every means of suppression

at its command for 70 years, the Soviet Union (USSR) was not able to destroy the
Russian Orthodox Church. We might also add that it was unable to destroy the
vibrant Baptist churches (second largest Russian religious group) during the Soviet
era. Huston Smith, one of our most astute religious commentators, added that the
survival of the Christian church in China during the communist repressive period is
no less an important feat. The survival of the Baptist churches of Burma after the
expulsion of the missionaries in the 1960s is also a sign of the tenacity of Christianity. Indeed, there are
17 theological schools among the Baptists of Burma today. Beyond that, Carey San graduated from a
Karen Baptist theological school in the refugee camps along the Thai border. The fact that the Baptists
are thriving given the military government’s official endorsement of Buddhism is remarkable. The
explosive growth of Southern Hemispheric Christianity, ignoring earlier boundaries of Western
missionary empires, is another sign of Christianity’s tenacious endurance.

There is something tenacious about religion in general and Christianity specifically. Indeed, anthro-
pologists have discovered no society on earth without religion. Carl Jung reached this conclusion from
his analytical practice: “Human beings have a built-in religious need.”

The role of religion in American life has changed dramatically since | began pastoral ministry in 1972. At
that time, the “mainline Protestant denominations” were easily identified. American Baptists, though a
bridge to more evangelical denominations, have been considered mainline Protestants. For many years,
most of the decision-makers and business leaders belonged to mainline churches. The evangelical and
pentecostal churches were taken much less seriously. That began to change with the emergence of
evangelical Christianity as “main-line” and the side-lining of the more progressive Protestant
denominations.

Learning how to do ministry from the sidelines rather than the mainstream was a revolutionary change
for most pastors in this tradition, including myself. Frankly, | found it liberating because it is easier to be
more prophetic from the sidelines than when defending the status quo. What was painful, of course, was
seeing our progressive churches lose members and financial strength.

We are now seeing the side-lining of the religious right. For the first time in many years, they find
themselves without a presidential candidate, and there was no hard-line religious right candidate at the
beginning of this primary election season. This is a remarkable change. | predict they will never again
dominate a political party the way they did the Republican platforms of a decade ago.

That means that the religious scene is changing throughout American culture and some of the change
might encourage us and some might cause us deep concern. Certainly in this presidential campaign the
role of pastors and religion has had a defining influence. That will continue. On the other hand,
Protestants are becoming a minority in the USA. Reaching out to new people groups within our country is
an urgent priority.

The American Baptist Churches in the USA is by far our most racially and culturally diverse denomina-
tion. If we could ever stop fighting amongst ourselves, we could lead the way in showing how to expand
the boundaries of Christianity within our nation.

Christianity is tenacious. Put theologically, the Spirit of God is not going to be held captive by petty
arguments within the church nor by the tug and pull of political or cultural winds. There is important work
for us to do at Second Baptist Church to make certain that our progressive voice is heard. We are
progressive Baptists, and we have an important message to share if we too are tenacious.




Second Baptist Church
9030 Clayton Road
St Louis, MO 63117

On Saturday, June 14, youth from Second Baptist and First
Baptist Church of Peoria worked together to rehab a
Northside Team Ministry house in the East Grand area.




